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BUSH

DANCES

September - December

BEECROFT Community Centre

Beecroft Road (opposite Fire Stn)
7:30pm—11:30pm

September 2  Sydney Coves
October 7 Barangaroo
November 4 Paddy’s River
December2  BMC Concert Party
Enquiries:  Sigrid 9980 7077

Wilma 9489 5594

ERMINGTON Community Centre

10 River Road, Ermington
Tpm—1I11pm

December 16 Southern Cross
Enquiries: 0412 145 262

Bush Music Club enquiries:
0412 145 262 or
bmcmail1954@gmail.com

Also see our web site for Club doings,
history, articles and blog:

www.bushmusic.org.au

Cover:

Our Saplings tutors presenting a bit of
bush music to the scouts at a recent rally
(report p10). Tony Romeo, Bec
Richmond, Dave Johnson, Helen Romeo,
Chris Poleson.

Photo supplied by Helen Romeo
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g World Premier at the Beecroft Dance in October!!

There is a new bush band in town...Barangaroo Bush Band. The members are
® . . ye s . .

% all very experienced and professional so don’t miss their World Premier

&4 performance at the Beecroft Dance on Saturday, 7th October. There is an
introductory article in this issue of MW so read all about them and come along

and check them out.

BRI X

Worth Noting / Irish
Wongawilli / MFS Ball
Poet’s Corner

Poetry / Beecroft Sponsors

Duke’s Place

Singabout- “Folklore Conference”

Pennant Hills Dance Workshop

September 2017

3 The club’s activities have been well attended despite the cold weather.

.4 The BMC was a guest, recently, on Ross Fear’s Australian Spectrum 90.5fm

1y radio program. Some BMC members were not only interviewed but also

9] performed live, singing several songs accompanied by various instruments.

<> Thanks to Ross Fear and Radio 90.5fm for giving the BMC the opportunity to
I spread the “BMC” word. Thanks also to John Burch, Brian Freeman and Doug
Richardson who joined me representing the club live on radio.

3y There’s a lot happening in the bush music scene so, to ensure that you’re kept
.4 up to date with all the latest news, be on our e-mail list. Simply send an email
to bmemail1954@gmail.com and request your name be added to our e-list.
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Worth Noting

Mulga Wire is now 40 years old. The first issue was published in June
1977.
http://bushmusicclub.blogspot.com.au/2017/06/another-anniversary-40-years-of-mulga.html
Concert Party is turning 60 this year. It formed in 1957 after the Bush-
whackers (as opposed to the Bushwackers without the extra H) split up.
http://bushmusicclub.blogspot.com.au/2017/08/concert-party-will-be-celebrating-its.html
Manns, Howard ‘Plonk: a language lover’s guide to Australian
drinking’ The Conversation 21 July 2017.
https://theconversation.com/plonk-a-language-lovers-guide-to-australian-drinking-78092

The Shearers: Story Of Australia Told From The Woolsheds by
Evan McHugh (Penguin, 2016) also available as an audiobook. Brilliant
description of the 1891 shearers strike.

999999034949433434393434343434349d334393939343 43438343 039393d3 93934343
g Traditional Irish Music 'Slow Session' 3

3 The Sydney Slow Session is a place where musicians can learn a new Irish
J3 Folk tune each week at a pace that suits beginners and intermediate players.

g Every Sunday 6:30pm at Tritton Hall, Hut 44, Addison Rd Community
dd Centre, 142 Addison Rd, Marrickville.

g Cost $10 (concession $5), includes tea and bikkies.

g Enquiries: Brian 0414 565 805
dd https://www.facebook.com/SydneySlowSession/
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ew * Greg Adams X > Merran McLaren *

ernb % Beck Richmond* x Aisleen Evans X
Qrs * Rose & Albert Wong *

ELECTRONIC DELIVERY OF M"LGA WIRH

The Committee is offering the option of electronic delivery alongside traditional paper
copies. If you would prefer to receive an electronic copy - rather than a paper one,

please contact us on bmemail1954@gmail.com.
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Wongawilli Colonial Dance Club 30th Birthday Party

On 12 August, Wongawilli Colonial Dance Club held an afternoon social bush dance at
Wongawilli Community Hall to celebrate 30 years of music, dance and fun.

Since 1989 the Club has held a dance every Wednesday night at the hall.

The afternoon occasion attracted about one hundred members/visitors to enjoy the sig-
nificant occasion which included 4 hours of dancing, mulled wine and nibbles on arri-
val, an afternoon tea break plus soup and celebratory cake to complete the day. It was
effectively a reunion of past and present revellers.

Music was happily provided by No Such Thing.

Included in the afternoon celebrations was the presentation of three Life Memberships:
David de Santi (awarded in absentia), Pat Murray and Tania de Santi.

The cake was cut by Tania and Pat, plus Sylvia McMullen and Brenda Davis who were
founding club members and still participating weekly.

No Such Thing playing for the dance. Cutting the cake. Photo: Mike Young
Photo: Gwen Burke

Monaro Folk Society — Thirty-Sixth Annual Colonial Ball

The Monaro Folk Society is inviting interstate dancers to its 36th Colonial Ball to be
held at the historic Albert Hall on 2 September 2017. Music by Heritage Ensemble
band led by Dave Johnson with Heather Clarke calling.

Doors open at 7.20pm with a welcome drink from 7.30pm and dancing from 8pm to
midnight including a fully catered supper.

Tickets can be bought on-line, see http://mfs.org.au/wiki/index.php/Colonial_Ball for
details. Ticket sales close on Wednesday 30 August.

Tickets for interstate dancers are the same price as for MFS members.
Early bird sales (reduced prices) will be available until August 1.

If you would like us to request billeting for you, please email:
Antonella <asalpietro(at)hotmail(dot)com>.
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Poet’s Corner

This will be a space where our new poetry group can showcase one of
the poems presented at the hut. If you like poetry, why not join them?

Bush Music Club... thank you by Gordon Biok

I read about your Saturday poetry session

Here at the Addison Rd Bush Music Club

I was browsing through the latest “Mulga Wire”
Just finished some home made grub

........ the notice sort of caught my eye

So I thought: what sort of poem would fit

for a relaxing Saturday arvo?

Where maybe six or ten people sit

itching to shout out “bravo!!”

I thought: Blimey this Bush Music Club’s a riddle
These geezahs are into everything

They dance, play the hey, diddle diddle diddle,
Recite poems and boy-- can they sing !!

I’d been to a few Monday night sessions

With my ukulele... the place was packed

‘Twas like having a free folk lore lesson

Down an amazing bush music track.

I also went to a Friday evening

Where they call it: “the love of folk”

A traditional circle gathering

Where everyone has a turn to sing, to tell a joke.
(Brian Jonathon’s songs are still ringing in my ears.)

I also have Bush Music Club memories

Of many years ago coming here,

I reckon it was back in the late seventies

I lobbed with Paul....we had wine ....we had beer!
I knew just three chords on the banjo

While Paul played guitar with zest and with zing,
Bob Bolton’s accordion started nice and slow
With that passion for songs he can always bring .
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(I was lucky to play a few tunes next to him recently !!)

So in a world full of the face-book cynical

This club makes waves — a healthy positive sign

Even raises issues deeply political

In a way that artists feel inclined.

Bush Music Culture is as vast

As the Australian countryside

With great musos like Alan Scott from the past

To Dave de Hugard -- now -- still sailing in with the tide.

Maybe it’s a cliché to say variety is the spice of life but it’s true
As it mixes into our society and spreads a fantastic brew.

At core lies a creative tradition that loves people, loves you and me
Acceptance in dance, humour, song and of course ...... in poetry.
So Thank you Bush Music Club for being so exceptional

For a lifetime of variety ... a hub ...that is modern and multi-
dimensional

POETRY anyone?

Enjoy reciting a poem? Sharing a poem with others?

Perhaps writing your own poems?  Brushing up on performing some ‘bush’ poetry?
If so, you are very welcome to come along. A contribution to go with afternoon tea
would be appreciated.

Where: The BMC Hut at Marrickville, Addison Rd.

When: Saturday 2pm to 4pm - Sept 9, Oct 14, Nov 11, Dec 9
Cost: $5 or gold coin donation

Contact: Karen (02) 9716 9660 OR fongs@bigpond.net.au

Beecroft Spot Prizes
At recent Beecroft dances we have been handing out special prizes to dancers at certain
points during the night. The prizes are donated by the following local businesses:

Renaissance Hair Studio Westleigh

La Thai Restaurant Thornleigh

Topiary Café Epping

The Beauty Salon Westleigh

Wilma Lyon Music School Normanhurst
Westleigh Quality Meats Westleigh

September 2017 7 Mulga Wire




Usually Second Friday of

DUKE'S PLACE the Month Feb - Dec

Australian Songs Doors open 7:30pm

in Concert & session Concert 8 - 10.30pm, followed by
singing session

(gates close midnight)

Tritton Hall - Hut 44

Addison Rd Community Centre
142 Addison Rd, Marrickville

$10 - Bring a plate - bring songs

Friday 8th September - Steve Wilson

Steve, “the Man with the Concertina” is passionate advocate of the English concerti-
na which he uses to perform an eclectic swag of songs.

http://www.concertinaman.net
Friday 13th October - Margaret Walters

Margaret has been described as "a consummate singer of good songs of all pedigrees &
persuasions". She has been involved in the Australian folk scene for over thirty years, as a
soloist, a collaborator with songwriter John Warner, a member of the Roaring Forties and
in a duo with Don Brian (Southern Cross Trawlers). .

Friday 10th November - Pete & Sue McMahon

Old and New Bush Songs, Tunes and Poems. Pete is well known as a long-time stalwart of
the Sydney bush and folk music scene. Full time minstrel, guitarist, entertainer and singer
of songs, reciter and collector of obscure bush verse, Pete has performed at more than 100
pubs and clubs in Australia, England, Scotland and China.

He has performed with innumerable bands, notably Southern Cross, Snake Gully, Conway
Bros and The Drifters, and is currently a member of Rosella, Bad Wallaby, McMahon
Bros, Heartdust and Postcard.

Friday 8th December - Songs from Lola’'s Keg Night
Presented by the show’s creators, PP Cranney and Christina Mimmocchi including songs
that didn’t make it into the show.

http://christinapossum.wixsite.com/lola/about

Mulga Wire: 2017 Publishing Deadlines

Item Deadline To Printers Folding Session
10 November 16 November 21 November
12 January 18 January 23 January

Mulga Wire 8 September 2017
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Pennant Hills Dance Activities
Pennant Hills Community Centre: (lower, air-conditioned hall)

During August the Pennant Hills Dance Workshop practiced the dances
on the program of the “New Sydney Ball” which was held on 26th
August. Many of the dances were new to the Pennant Hills dancers and it
was a good opportunity to expand our knowledge. We even enjoyed live
music at one workshop, thanks to Cathy and David Potter and their band.

In September and October we will practice for the Central Coast Social
Dance (9th September), The Beecroft dance (7th October) and the
Central Coast Ball (14th October).

In late October and November we will be teaching some well-known
(Eightsome Reel) and not-so-well known dances (Snowy River Galop);
Enjoying mixed dance programs and preparing for our December

Christmas Party.
Plenty of dancing at Pennant Hills, See you there!
John Short
Programme September/October/November
7%81\11[:;?;0 THEME/DANCE STYLE

4 September

Practice for the September Central Coast Dance

11 September

Practice for October Beecroft Dance and Central Coast Ball

18 September

Practice for October Beecroft Dance and Central Coast Ball

25 September

Practice for October Beecroft Dance and Central Coast Ball

2 October No Workshop - Long Weekend

9 October Practice for the Central Coast Ball

16 October Well-known and not-so-well-known dances
23 October Well-known and not-so-well-known dances
30 October Practice for November Beecroft Dance

6 November

The Waltz, Polka and all types of dancing

13 November

The Waltz, Polka and all types of dancing

20 November Practice for Christmas Party
27 November Practice for Christmas Party
September 2017 9 Mulga Wire




Saplings and Scouts

A group from BMC Saplings recently visited the NSW Scout Rally held at Glenfield’s
Scout Camp. Dave, Chris, Beck, Tony and I spent all Saturday and half of Sunday giv-
ing scout patrols from all over the State an experience of bush music.

Each patrol that was assigned to our activity was told to go to the "bush band" so it was
interesting to note that most groups when asked what they thought bush music was and
where it came from thought it was American country!

We are pleased to report that the approximately 300+ scouts (and Leaders) who we
worked with all now know that bush music is Australian.

We had each group for about an hour and we "performed" 9 times over the weekend.
In that time they had a short history discussion, some singing, dancing and playing per-
cussion.... lots of fun was had by us and most of the scouts. We didn't expect all to en-
gage with the activity but they all participated and we did generate interest and
smiles..... lots of "thank you"s and some publicity for the BMC Saplings programme. A
good result!

As you may know, we worked with some Cubs and Scouts at Morisset and we would
like to continue to do this with other groups to assist towards their badge work. I even
think it would be good for them to strive for a bush music badge one day and not just an
entertainment, music or performing arts badge.... but that could be something we could
work on later!

A big thank you to everyone who was involved and especially to Doug (father of won-
derful Saplings Hanna, Luke, Emma and Zac) for the introduction to the State Commis-
sioner, suggestions and encouragement.

Helen Romeo

One of the scouts conducting the percussion. Photo: Tony Romeo
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Barangaroo Busk Band

This newly formed bush band is comprised of an interest-
ing mixture of both long term and relatively new Bush
Music Club members, namely:

Ralph Pride (violin), Mariamma Mitchell (keyboard), Al-

len Davis (guitar and harmonica), Chris Poleson (banjo
and guitar) and John Short (caller).

The Barangraoo Bush Band was formed as a consequence
of the termination of another bush band (previously
booked to perform at Beecroft in October) due to ill
health.

The band has rehearsed several old faithful bush dances
and will present these and some new and challenging
ones at the October 2017 Beecroft Bush Dance.

The Barangaroo Bush Band has expressed its delight at
being able to perform its World Premiere at Beecroft!

e}

Bush Music Club

Beecroft Bush Dance

7:30pm - 11:30pm Note start time

Beecroft Community Centre
Beecroft Road (cnr Copeland Rd)

Cost: $19 Adult, $14 BMC Members
Includes supper
Sat September 2 - Sydney Coves
Sat October 7 - Barangaroo
Sat November 4- Paddy’s River
% Sat December 2 - BMC Concert Party

Z
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Back to Binalong

Bush Traditions are organising a Back to Binalong weekend on 17"- 19"
November 2017, celebrating the music and musicians of the area, partic-
ularly the Cotter family.

Programme includes:
Friday night Bush Dance
Saturday night Bush Ball
Workshops and Sessions
Blackboard at the pub.

There is plenty of camping available at the Binalong Sports Ground. A
$5 donation is requested to cover the cost of showers and other facilities.
For those who prefer not to camp, there is also accommodation available
at the Pub and the Tara Motel.

Enquiries (and offers of assistance) to Denis McKay 0402 044 786

Playford Dancing at the Hut
Next meeting: Tues 5th September, 7:30pm to 9:30pm

The Bush Music Club is hosting Sydney Playford dancing in our headquarters,
Hut 44 Addison Road Community Centre, Marrickville.

We meet on the first Tuesday of each month (except January), and there will be
live music as often as possible. Cost $7.

For more information contact Julie Bishop 9524 0247

Making Direct Deposit Payments (Membership/Shop/Ball)
Direct Deposit details:
BSB: 062-005
Acct: 0090 7524 (Commonwealth bank)
Reference
Email details of payment to treasurer:
Allen Davis  <allendavis@iprimus.com.au>
Membership forms or ball ticket forms still need to be sent, either by mail or
scanned and sent by email.
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Recent posts on our Blog

Our blog can be found at www.bushmusicclub.blogspot.org.au
Click on the indicated month to find the article.

Recent activity of the club & it's members

June

Report on Music @ Morisset 2017

July

Report on Henry Lawson Festival at Como Public School, Sunday 9th July 2017
Reedy River @ the Henry Lawson Festival at Como, Sunday 9th July 2017
Dead Men Talking - Henry Lawson Festival, Como 9th July 2017

Andrew Gollan's photos Beecroft dance, July 2017

Report on Bundanoon DanceFest, 2017

Bawley Point AusSongs group - Singabout & Concert Sat 22nd July 2017

Articles using archival material

April

Report on Bob Bolton's Lifetime Achievement Award, NFF17

May

A selection of Bob Bolton's photos taken at Bush Music Club's 1983 Heritage Ball
A selection of Bob Bolton's dance photos taken at Festivals, 1993 to 2002.

Bush Music Club at the Waratah Spring Festivals

June
Another anniversary - 40 years of Mulga Wire, June 1977 to June 2017
Once upon a time BMC was part of a parade ...

July

Members' photos - Sharyn Mattern ball photos

August

BMC Anniversaries - An illustrated history of Concert Party 1957 to 2017

Bush Music Club participation in Fellowship of Australian Writers Henry Lawson cele-
brations, 1954 to at least 1969

Bob Bolton collection - the Post-Ball picnic, Observatory Hill August 1983

Bob Bolton collection - ball photos from the 80s

Archival photographs: The P-series of photos from the early days

Bush Music Club involvement in Henry Lawson Concerts at Como - 1955, 1956, 1958
Chris Woodland Collection - Photos of John Meredith

BMC Anniversaries - An illustrated history of Concert Party 1957 to 2017

Concert Party will be celebrating it's 60th birthday this year

September 2017 13 Mulga Wire




Event Details

[] Back to Binalong, Binalong Sports Ground, Binalong
@ Denis 0402 044 786 See p12

Beecroft Bush Dance, Beecroft Community Hall, Beecroft
@& Sigrid 9980 7077 / Wilma 9489 5594

Bush Traditions Gathering, Goulburn
@ Dave 4884 4214  http://www .bushtraditions.org/

Duke’s Place, Hut 44, Addison Rd Community Centre, Marrickville
@ Sandra 9358 4886  See p8

Gosford Bush Dance, East Gosford Progress Hall
@ Anne Maree 0413 588 634 http://www.ccbdma.org/dance/

Hornsby Folk Club, Beatrice Taylor Hall (in Willow Park), Edgeworth David Ave
@& Barry 9807 9497

Keith’s Dance Workshop, Upper Hall, Pennant Hills Community Centre
http://keith-wood.name/danceworkshops.html

Loaded Dog Folk Club, Annandale Neighbourhood Centre
@ Sandra 9358 4886

Playford Dancing at the Hut, Hut 44, Addison Rd Comm Centre, Marrickville
@ Julie 9524 0247 See pl2

Poetry at the Hut, Hut 44, Addison Rd Community Centre, Marrickville
@ Karen 9716 9660

Saplings Master Class, Hut 44, Addison Rd Community Centre, Marrickville
@ Helen 4297 5128

Songlines Song Session, Paragon Hotel, 1 Loftus St, Circular Quay
@ Jenny 9576 2301

Sutherland Acoustic, Tradies, Gymea
@ Jenny 9576 2301

The Addison Rd Sessions, Hut 44, Addison Rd Comm Centre, Marrickville
@ Glenys 4758 7497 See pl5

Toongabbie Music Club, 17 Whitehaven Rd, Northmead
@ 9639 7494

Troubadour Folk Club, CWA Hall, The Boulevarde, Woy Woy
@& Michael 4342 6716

XXX X I T I I XX X It
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Concert Party News

The BMC Concert Party has continued to meet each Monday evening in Hut 44
regardless of the cold weather. Attendances have exceeded 20 at most meetings
and the quality of music continues to be at a high standard.

Four members of the Concert Party (viz. Sharyn Mattern, Doug Richardson,
John Burch and Brian Freeman) appeared recently on the Australian Spectrum
Radio Show 90.5 with Ross Fear at Baulkham Hills. This is the first time that
the Bush Music Club has been represented on the program and it provided 3
hours on most pleasant listening regarding the history, public performances and
music of the Club. Congratulations to all involved.

A total of 18 members of the Concert Party performed at the August 2017
Beecroft Bush Dance and from all accounts the music was well received with
the pace being just right for bush dancing. We were led by Ralph Pride with
Margaret Bolliger calling each dance. Approximately 60 persons were in at-
tendance in the lovely old hall and most stayed until the close of play.

In addition to the above dance, the Concert Party has been requested to perform
on Saturday 26 August 2017 in front of The Bower at ARCC Marrickville for
the Want on Waste event being conducted by the Addison Road Community
Centre.

Allen Davis

Concert Party at Beecroft Photo: Mike Young

The Addison Rd Sessions (Singing Session)

We’re a hotchpotch group of folk singers who meet once a month to share
songs and we welcome newcomers.

Songs with choruses are popular; unaccompanied is fine, but bring an accompa-
nying Instrument if you wish.
Time: 7pm, First Friday of the month
Venue: Tritton Hall (Hut 44),
Addison Rd Community Centre, Marrickville
Cost: Gold coin donation
Contact: Glenys 4758 7497
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9
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17

Tpm
7:30pm
Tpm
7:30pm
7:30pm
2pm
7:30pm

7:30pm
7:30pm
8pm
2pm
8pm
Tpm

Sep 29 - Oct 2

Tpm
7:30pm
Tpm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
2pm
7:30pm
2pm
8pm
Tpm
7:30pm
8pm
Tpm
7:30pm
Tpm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
7:30pm
2pm
7:30pm
8pm

Nov 17-19

Nov 18 7pm
Nov 19 2pm
Nov 24 7:30pm
Nov 25 8pm
See page 14 for more details of these events

Mulga Wire

AROUND THE BUSH MUSIC SCENE
The Addison Rd Sessions
Beecroft Bush Dance, Sydney Coves
Songlines Song Session
Playford Dancing at the Hut
Toongabbie Music Club
Poetry at the Hut
Gosford Bush Dance, Social Night, John Short calling.
Saplings Master Class
Sutherland Acoustic Night
Duke’s Place, Steve Wilson
Hornsby Folk Club
Keith’s Dance Workshop, Contra - Jim Hemphill
Loaded Dog Folk Club, Ecopella
Troubadour Folk Club, Matthew Fagan
Bush Traditions Gathering
Songlines Song Session
Playford Dancing at the Hut
The Addison Rd Sessions
Beecroft Bush Dance, Barangaroo
Sutherland Acoustic Night
Duke’s Place, Margaret Walters
Poetry at the Hut
Gosford Bush Dance, Flannel Flower Spring Ball with Bad Wallaby
Keith’s Dance Workshop, English Country
Hornsby Folk Club
Troubadour Folk Club
Toongabbie Music Club
Loaded Dog Folk Club, Solidarity Choir
The Addison Rd Sessions
Beecroft Bush Dance, Paddy’s River
Songlines Song Session
Playford Dancing at the Hut
Sutherland Acoustic Night
Duke’s Place, Pete & Sue McMahon
Toongabbie Music Club
Poetry at the Hut
Gosford Bush Dance, Contra with Pastrami on Ryebuck
Hornsby Folk Club
Back to Binalong
Troubadour Folk Club
Keith’s Dance Workshop, Contra - Rerun
Toongabbie Music Club
Loaded Dog Folk Club, Martin Pearson
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